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Northern Economic Resurgence
Are we there yet?

Ed Cox
Presentation to Cheshire & Warrington Leaders
Birchwood Parkd 26 June2015
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Presentation Outline

A Resurgence® Some facts about the Northern economy

A Outlook & some propositions about the Northern economy
A Routemapd key drivers for Northern prosperity

A A Decentralisation Decad@ next steps for England

A The Northern Powerhouse& opportunity or threat?
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GVA: Onefifth of the economy ...
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GVA: Keeping pace unt.i
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GVA: Mixed performance across LEP areas ...
€ but Cumbria and Cheshir.
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PER CENT GROWTH IN NOMINAL GVA 2012-2013
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Jobs:A divided recovery ...

e workforce jJobs growi
different places
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Five propositions about the Northern
economy

A Northern prosperity is national prosperity
d Quantum, assets & resilience, limits to agglomeration

A Potential for growth
d Role of midsized cities in developed economies

A Significant structural challenges
d Incomplete recovery, peripheral places, policy bias

A The North as an interconnected metro region (Northern
powerhouse)

A The need for leadership and greater autonomy
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Figure 3.1
The size of the North 3,000,000

of England economy in
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Figure 3.7

Zipf plot for English
cities showing England’s
‘second-tier’ cities are
undersized
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Source: Overman and Rice 2008

Mote: The figure plots mid-year 2005 populations of English cities against their rank in the urban hierarchy. The fact that the
second tier of English cities appear to be smaller than we would expect can be seen from observing that they lie below the
zipf line (which roughly summarises the relationship beween the size and rank of cities that holds across many different
countries). In contrast, note that medium-sized cities sit roughly on the zipf line.
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Government expenditure on economic affairs
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